Khama
to the ground. This was the signal for the
attack, But not a spear was raised. Sekhome's
followers stood sullenly by, and presently
gathered round "Him and urged him to flee.
With only one solitary attendant, he fled the
town, and hid in the mountains, eventually
finding sanctuary with Mokosi, a chief residing
near Kolobeng.
Macheng, thus left in undisputed power,
never became popular with the Bamangwato.
He has been described as the ugliest native ever
seen, and his manners corresponded to his face.
He had lived so long with the Matebele that he
wanted to introduce customs which the Bamang-
wato despised. His chief occupation was to
eat and sleep, and though at first he seemed
tolerant to the Christians, he soon began to
show his hatred and contempt towards
them.
In 1867, Mackenzie commenced to build a
church in Shoshong, and at last, after much
toil and patience, it was completed- The
opening ceremony was a great occasion* Mac-
kenzie invited all the tribe to come; an ox was
killed, and there was a grand feast. Some of
the heathen were at first afraid to enter, lest
there might be reprisals on the part of the
Cfaristia&s for their previous sufferings. So
ttey came prepared for emergencies, with
knives and spears hidden under their blankets.
But the simple address, the solemn prayer, aad
the opm-heaarted hospitality disarmed sus-
picion. After tlie people had feasted and
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